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The Making of
a

CPA

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, 666 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10019

The most important and significant aspects of a
CPA's services to his clients and to the public
cannot be defined as knowledge, nor even as ex
perience, but must be described by more elusive
terms: wisdom, perception, imagination, circum
spection, judgment, integrity.
Horizons

fora

Profession

by Robert H. Roy and James H. MacNeill, 1967.

"We are.

Most often Glenn Rose's place of work is an
office, and his working clothes are a business suit.
But sometimes he puts on boots to walk through
pastures, or a hard hat for a visit to an industrial
plant.
For Glenn Rose is a certified public accountant.
"And a CPA," he says, "spends his time working
with clients on a wide variety of problems.
"I might be doing a cost analysis on a big state
road project near town.
"Or a manufacturer whose financial statements
we audit is thinking about expanding his plant
and wants us to advise him on how much he

involved..."

should borrow and how much to take from his
own funds.
"A small businessman in town knows there are
two or three different ways of doing something he
wants, but he can't make up his mind until he
finds out what the tax effect would be in each case.
"Or, there's the man who has financially over
extended himself and feels like a person who has
swum far out from land. He's starting to feel
panicky and hopes an accountant can tell him
how to get back all right.
"A CPA has to know a client's business, and
the way to learn about it is to go out and see it."

Glenn has been in accounting only three years
and has been a certified public accountant only
for one. So the cases where he has prime respon
sibility are not so complex as those of his more
experienced colleagues—such as supervising the
audit of a giant corporation with international
operations, advising on a computer installation,
or measuring the impact of a major urban im
provement program.
These days vast amounts of information must
be analyzed to manage our increasingly compli
cated economic and social functions. As a result,
accountancy is one of the fastest growing profes
sions, and Glenn Rose is representative of the
young men entering its ranks.

Glenn Rose grew up in Stanley, Kansas, a
small town about 25 miles from Kansas City. His
father was a construction equipment operator,
and Glenn worked on building jobs two summers
while in college. Earlier he had worked on a farm
during high school vacations. There were just 17
boys and girls in his high school graduating class.
He was valedictorian.
Even after he entered Kansas State College,
Glenn had no definite idea about what career he
wanted to prepare for. "Since I'd enjoyed math
and science in high school," he says, "I thought
I'd major in engineering. I wasn't really certain it
was the right choice, but I felt something profes
sional would suit me best."
As so often happens, the direction he actually
took was set by chance. When he was unable to
register for a required engineering course during
his first semester, his advisor suggested he take
basic accounting as an elective instead. "I took
another accounting elective the following semes
ter and knew accounting was for me."
Glenn received his Bachelor's degree in Busi
ness Administration, with honors.
While at Kansas State College, he had dated
Carolyn Winders, a coed. She is Mrs. Rose now
and teaches home economics at a Kansas City
high school.

Following a tour of duty with the Marines, he
received several job offers. After many interviews
he took a position as an assistant in the Kansas
City office of a CPA firm. "It was not so much a
matter of finding a job as finding the right job.
Accounting offers a wide variety of practice, and
I wanted a spot where I could get the broadest
possible experience."

"... not just a job,
but the right one."

At first, Glenn worked on relatively simple
audit tasks under guidance of a CPA in the firm.
One of his early assignments was to verify the
number of beef cattle on a client's ranch.

"Carolyn made me study for the CPA examination
even when I wanted to take her bowling."

"You may be an accountant, but to become a
CPA you've got to pass the test."
The "test" is the Uniform CPA Examination,
given twice a year in all 50 states. It probes a can
didate's knowledge in accounting practice, theory
of accounts, auditing, and commercial law. It
takes two and a half days to complete.
To prepare for the challenge, Glenn began to
crack the books every chance he got—during
lunch, after hours in the firm's library, at home at
night. "Carolyn would often quiz me by asking

questions from former examinations. And the ex
perience I was getting in the firm helped a lot."
Glenn was one of 16,809 candidates who sat
for the Uniform Examination when it was given
in the spring in 91 cities and towns across the
United States. The sessions he attended were at
the University of Kansas at Lawrence.
"It was quite an experience. It seemed to me
that just about everything I'd learned about ac
counting at college and with the firm was put
under a microscope."

Glenn Rose's examination papers, along with
those of the other candidates, funneled into New
York to the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants. Although accountants are licensed
by State Boards of Accountancy, the Institute pre
pares the examination and grades the answers for
consideration by the Boards. CPAs in public prac
tice and professors of accounting take leave from
their regular work to come to the Institute head
quarters and serve as graders during the two
months required to check the candidates' papers.
To eliminate the chance, however remote, that a
grader might recognize the name of a CPA candi
date, each answer sheet is identified only by num
ber. Anonymity is so complete that even today
Glenn's number remains a secret.

"I Passed!"

The Kansas Board of Accountancy notified Glenn
on August 10 that he had passed. In Kansas, two
years of accounting experience, in addition to
passing the examination, are required for certifi
cation. Since Glenn already had been 18 months
with his firm, he knew that full professional status
was within reach. "First thing I did was call Caro
lyn. She never doubted I'd make the grade, but I
think she was close to tears when I told her. Lots
of fellows sit for the exam more than once before
passing all parts. And some never make it.
"We went out for a really great dinner—with
champagne."

Glenn Rose, CPA, finds now that the scope of
his job expands steadily. Auditing clients' finan
cial affairs is one of his major tasks. His responsi
bilities have grown; he has increased stature in
the firm; he works with bigger companies at more
important levels of their business.

"The firm sponsors a four-man team to help a
group of high school students run a Junior
Achievement corporation. I was assigned to the
team. We help the students organize, operate, and
liquidate their company. The liquidation process
is just for experience."

"Dad and I have gone on quail and pheasant
hunts since I was a kid. We still do."

No one knows better than Glenn Rose that
winning the right to put CPA after his name is
not an end but a beginning. Still to be gained are
the knowledge and seasoned judgment that come
only from experience. To keep up with develop
ments in his profession, he will have to continue
to learn throughout his career. But he finds both

his present life and the outlook for the future to
his liking.
"CPAs are in the main stream of what's going
on today. We are part of the 'information explo
sion.' Our job is to create order out of the tremen
dous amount of information that exists and bring
it into focus so that sound decisions can be made."

Accountancy is a profession that furnishes
financial and other information essential to the
efficient conduct and evaluation of the activities
of any organization.
The information accounting provides is basic
to:

Effective planning, control, and decision mak
ing by management.
Meaningful accountability of organizations to
investors, creditors, government agencies, con
tributors to welfare institutions, and others.

Accounting includes the development and
analysis of data, interpretation, and communica
tion of the resulting information to intended
users. The data may be expressed in monetary or
other quantitative terms, or in symbolic or verbal
forms.
Some of the data with which accounting is con
cerned are not precisely measurable but neces
sarily involve assumptions and estimates. The
successful certified public accountant must pos
sess not only technical knowledge and skill but,
even more importantly, disciplined judgment, ob
jectivity, perception, and imagination.
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